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Top 10 responses to the question: “What can the State do to foster economic growth in
your region?”

Priority response #1 (votes: ____ )  Do not be afraid of agriculture.

Priority response #2 (votes: ____ )  Financial infrastructure.

Priority response #3 (votes: ____ )  Comprehensive incentive model to locate here.

 “Actions Necessary to Achieve our Ideas” Exercise

“If we want to accomplish this [priority issue #1], what does “the State” (as defined earlier) have
to do now?

Priority Issue #1  Do not be afraid of agriculture as an economic boost for SW Wisconsin.

Responses to the question: “If we want to accomplish this [priority issue], what does “the State”
(as defined earlier) have to do now?”

*Support the “small” producer, too.  For example, financial backing for parlor system on less

than 1,000 head of herd.  Link the money backing to require farmers to attend/host education on

farm efficiency, cost, savings, etc.

*Highlight specialty agriculture from our area:  organics, syrups, cheese, beef, and dairy.

*Forestry farming:  non-resident owners should be assisted with proper harvesting of timer to go

to existing mills.

*Agriculture education via students from city visiting the farm and/or farm tourism.

*Incentives for soil and water conservation with campaign to educate all residents that a strong

agriculture community provides clean water, hunting land and good fresh products.



Priority Issue #2  Financial infrastructure.  A “how to” guide from state on venture capital.

Responses to the question: “If we want to accomplish this [priority issue], what does “the State”
(as defined earlier) have to do now?”

*Do by video conference to rural areas can participate, too.

*Communicate existing programs.  For example, Small Business Development Centers, SCORE,

mentoring to rural areas.

Priority Issue #3  Comprehensive Incentive package outline/model.

Responses to the question: “If we want to accomplish this [priority issue], what does “the State”
(as defined earlier) have to do now?”

*Do not abandon traditional Wisconsin strategy of investing in small business and

manufacturing—fits SW Wisconsin well.

*Child care incentives for low income.

*ISO Certification assistance.

*Get towns and municipalities:  garbage, plowing, wastewater treatment—which will keep taxes

from increasing.  State can help breakdown territorial disputes through incentives to partner.

*How a community can provide specific training for business needs—technology specific.


